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Socrum Elementary School 

March 2017 The Home of the Pioneers 

The Pioneer Post 

Dates to Remember  

Early Release 3/15 

Spring Break  3/20-

3/24 

End of 9 wks 3/28 

Report cards 4/11 

  

  

  

Ag 
Club 

On Friday 
March 10, 

2017 Ag club 
will host a 

spring dance 
from 5-7pm. 
Admission is 
$5.00 in ad-

Counselor’s Corner 
It’s that time of year again.  Yes, you guessed it!  TESTING!  For many students, the word 

“TEST” can trigger feelings of welcomed challenge and provide an opportunity to shine.  

For others, however, test-taking can feel overwhelming and scary. 
 

Here are a few tips parents can use to help their children overcome test anxiety: 

Practice may not make perfect, but it sure makes “better”.  Go to the following FLDOE link 

to download either the computer-based or paper version of the practice grade-level Flori-

da Standards Assessments (FSA).  http://www.fsassessments.org/students-and-families/

practice-tests/ 

Approach the exam with confidence.  Use whatever strategies you can to personalize 

success: visualization, positive self-talk, deep breathing and muscle relaxation, 

journaling, etc.  Say to yourself, “Relax; you are in control. Take slow, deep 

breaths.  You can do this.” Acknowledge that you are doing your best.   

Prepare your mind and body for success.  Exercise at least 60 minutes per day.  Eat 

healthy foods like fruits and vegetables, chicken or fish, milk, cheese and yogurt.  

Stay away from unhealthy foods like soda, candy, and fried foods.  Sleep 8 hours 

per night and allow for rest when needed.  Make sure to eat a healthy breakfast on 

the day of the exam.   

While taking the test, use the test-taking strategies that teachers have taught you.  

Read the directions carefully.  Read the questions first before reading the passage 

so that you can be searching for the answer while you are reading.  Budget your 

test taking time.  Change positions to help you relax.  If you go blank, skip the 

question and go on.   

TEST.  Just go do your best.  Take these four testing tips and let your brain do the rest. 

http://www.fsassessments.org/students-and-families/practice-tests/
http://www.fsassessments.org/students-and-families/practice-tests/
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Socrum 

Elementary School 

Kindergarten News 
Kindergarten is proud to announce our 

next field trip! In May, we will be visiting 

Explorations V Children's Museum. We 

have started preparations with two NUT-

Friday fundraisers. Kindergarten would 

appreciate any approved volunteers who 

would be able to donate their time 

and help on the field trip.  

First Grade Fun 

In Reading, First grade is continuing to  

work on Main idea and re telling sto-

ries. While in writing we are talking 

about informational text. During Math 

we are moving into measuring, time, 

and money. Finally, during Science we 

are talking about changes to the 

Earth’s surface. As a reminder, please 

check your child’s agenda and read 

with your child each evening.    

Amazing Art News  
Students are busy in Art class through March, and our classwork is looking very colorful – and it’s MOVING before our very eyes! 
Students are continuing to learn about PATTERN, BALANCE, RHYTHM, & MOVEMENT throughout the remainder of the 3rd 9-

weeks. 

Fifth graders are creating a self-portrait with bubbles floating across the artwork. 

Fourth graders have experimented with transparency, and will use repeating shapes to create a sense of movement in their art-

work. 

Third graders are also exploring how to create transparency, and will transfer their newly-learned visual tricks into artwork. 

Second grade is using bubbles, like 5th-grade, but will use the floating orbs to create a finished artwork. 

First grade is using active lines and brilliant color to explore abstract design. 

Kindergarten sailed boats across rhythmic waves, and learned to create movement & visual interest – ahoy, mateys! Speaking of 
kindergarten students, Axiel Viruet in Mrs. Harvey’s class has a beautiful “jellyfish” collage on display in City Hall, downtown Lake-

land. Axiel won 3rd-place in his category at the Platform Kids art show on February 3. Way to go Axiel! 

PE News 

Jump Rope for Heart has come to an end and the Grand Total is, $2,316.17!!  We increased our fundraising from last year by 

$361!! What a fantastic job everyone! Remember the top 2 students who fundraised, in each grade level, will be able 

to SLIME the Coaches!! Congrats Socrum for an awesome job, you will save many lives with all those donations! 

2nd Grade  

Second grade has been working hard! 

We’re working on making connections 

within fiction and nonfiction text. In math, 

we are reading and making graphs. In sci-

ence, our students are exploring the human 

body(brain, lungs, skeleton, heart, etc.) 

Third grade Third Grade is rocking it! In reading, we are working on making connections in texts and why this is im-

portant for the author to tell the story. In math, we are finishing up area and perimeter and moving into time and measure-

ment. Our students are working hard and it shows. Third grade has made many gains since the beginning of the school year 

and they’re ready to rock the FSA!  

Fifth grade 5th graders are beginning testing season and 

we are in full need of your support! Please ensure that your 

child is doing the very best they can on their homework and 

completing Achieve 3000 at home to improve their Lexile score 

reading nonfiction text! Also, field trips are coming up and we 

have some exciting adventures in store! In order for your child 

to participate in them all, they need to make sure they have no 

behavioral incidents on file starting from January 11. If they do, 

a parent or guardian that is a school-approved volunteer must 

accompany them on the trip. Thank you all so much for what you 

do and we appreciate you! 


